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The diversion that delighted him most during this
engagement grew out of a question at one of his supper
parties. "Why doesn't Mrs. Mansfield act any more?"
asked some conspirator.

"Dick won't let me," bantered his wife.

"What a fib," retorted the host. "My stage, my
scenery, and my company are at your disposal any time
you choose to make your rentree, and I will be your lead-
ing man."

His offer was accepted on the spot and it was decided
she should repeat her delightful performance of Raina in
"Arms and the Man." He restudied Captain Bluntschli
after four years for this occasion. To the echo of the
loving enthusiasm of the audience which assembled in
the Garden Theatre, January 8, 1900, Beatrice Cameron
Mansfield gracefully bowed herself from the stage for
the last time, and her husband never acted Bluntschli
again.

The cast was much the same as previously, except for a
delightful young Irishman, Prince Lloyd, who was to act
Sergius Saranoff. Lloyd did not at first catch the Shaw
spirit.

At the end of the comedy Captain Bluntschli having
confounded every one by his assurance marches out of
the room. Sergius is the only one who can find his voice
and before the curtain falls he exclaims: "What a man!
What a man!" Lloyd gave the speech in tones of genuine
enthusiasm.

Mansfield turned suddenly beyond the two chairs which
at a sceneless rehearsal define a doorway: "Try to say it
hopelessly, helplessly, contemptuously."

"I thought it was admiration," pleaded Lloyd.

"My dear fellow," rejoined Mansfield, "don't let yourl" once and for the last time.
